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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAOC,
May 2, 1863—6.16 a. m.
Profeesor LOWE:

t:l.ol:,lé’aae get up your balloon at once and let me know the position of the enemy’s
pe.

DANL. BUTTERFIELD,
Major-General and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE PoToMAC,

May 2, 1868.
Professor LOwWE:
Ada to former dispatch and notice any movements toward ick’s.
D. BUTTERFIELD,
Magjor-General.

GENERAL SEDGWICK'S COMMAND,
May 2, 1863—6.16 a. m.
Major-General BUTTERFIELD, &c.:

The troops opposite this place remain in the same poeition as last evening;
meg to the high wind now prevailing I am unable to use a glass sufficiently
see whether there is any movement on the roads between here and the battle-
ground of yesterday or not. I will examine them the first opportunity and report.

y, &c"
T. 8. C. LOWE.

May 2, 1863—7.80 A. M.

T have just obtained a tolerably good view of all the main roads beyond the
heights and toward Chancellorsville, but could see no troope or wagon trains on
gem. The enemy opposite remain in the same positions, apparently without any

crease.

Respectfully, &oc., T. S. C. LOWE.

May 2, 1863—7.45 A, M.
General BUTTERFIELD, &0.:
HeavHannonading has just commenced in a westerly direction about twelve
miles e enemy are sheliing our troops opposite here. . 8 C. LOWE.

May 2, 1863—8.15 A. M.
Professor LOWE:
Has the enemy’s force decreased any ?
DANL. BUTTERFIELD,
Maqjor-General and Chief of Staff.

8.30 A. M.

I cannot say that the enemy have decreased, but they do not show themselves
quite as much this morning, and I can see no reserves on thig ogp%sitﬁél%%hm.

May 2, 1863—12 M.
Professor LOWE:
‘Why is not the balloon up, and why do we not hear from it?
DANL. BUTTERFIELD,
Magjor-General.

12.80 p. M.
Major-General BUTTERFIELD, &o.:
GENERAL: I have made several efforts to ascend, but found the wind too high
and could not use the glass. If is getting calmer now, and I r}:villsi;r(g aﬂ;)i%n:

May 2, 1868—1.05 p. M.

The enemy remain the same opposite this point, and no movement is visible on
any of the roads seen from the oon. The wind continues so flawy that the
balloon was blown from a thousand feet elevation to near the farsthc LONE
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8.15 p. M.
A brigade of the enemy left from opposite the u; crossing fifteen minutes
since, and crossed Deep gun. and is now moving to the right toward Banks’ Ford.
They have also disappeared from opposite our extreme left, below the lower

T. 8. C. LOWE.
8.45 p. M.

The enemy’s troops that I saw moving to the right took the Plank road in the
rear of Frediwicksburg. . 8. C. LOWE.

May 2, 1868—4.15 P. M.
The enemy have entirely withdrawn their advanced line, with the exception of
a small picket foroe.
T. 8. C. LOWE.

5.30 P. M.

Nearly all of the enemy’s force have been withdrawn from the opposite side. I
can only see a small force in the neighborhood of their earth-works. I cannot at
this time get a sufficient elevation to tell what roads they take, but should judge
by the appearance of army wagons moving to the right that the troops are moving

t way also.
T. 8. C. LOWE.
S1GNAL STATION, May 3, 1868,
Profeesor LowEe:

I am directed to inform you that Rnr re can be forwarded to headquarters
Army of Potomac by telegraph. e station is where it was yesterday. Your
reports to General S8edgwick can be forwarded by flag signals from station on
bluft, %ediate'l;y in frc;;nt. ¢ .
ith great respect, your obedient servant,
¥ F. WILSON,
First Lieutenant, in Charge Telegraph Station.

At 6 a. m. I was called upon by an aide, who said the general
desired me to make a close examination of the enemy’s position, and
to point out his strongest and weakest points along the line of earth-
works about Fredericksburg. The following was my report:

MAyY 8, 1868—5.15 A. M.
Major-General S8EDGWICK, and
General BUTTER

FIELD.
Chief of Staff:
The enemy have a| ntly increased their force during the night, and appear
again at the foot of gge opposite heights. There does no appel:;ir8 to be as many,
er, as yesterday 3
T. 8. C. LOWE.

7.15 A. M.
Major-Geeneral SEDGWICK, and
General BUTTERFIELD.

Chsef of Staff:
The enemy’s infantry is very light along the whole line opposite here, and
mciaﬂy immediately in the rear of Fredericksburg. I cansee no troops moving
way tmdan of theroads. Heavy cannonading has just commenced on the
towar orsville.

right
T. 8. C. LOWE.

_Our froops were immediately concentrated in front, and at 11
o’clock the point reported by me to be the weakest was charged and
very handsomely taken. I donot believe that any other point could
have been taken by the same number of men.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 4, 1868—12.20 p. m.
Professor LOowE, &c.:

The commanding general wishes to have one balloon sent to United States Ford,
inflated if possible. What answer shall I make to the general ?
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
8. WILLIAMS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

In answer to the above dispatch I informed the general that I had
but two balloons fit for use, cne at Banks’ Ford and the other at
Fredericksburg, and that I would move whichever one to United
States Ford he should direct. As it was necessary to know what
movements the enemy were making in their rear, and the two places
mentioned being the best for observations for that purpose, the
general returned the following order:

Unitep StaTES FORD, May 4, 1863.

General WILLIAMS :
F Lgave the balloons for the present where they are—Fredericksburg and Banks’
ord.
J. HOOKER,
Magjor-

May 4, 1868—12 M.
Generals SEDGWICK and BUTTERFIELD:

The enet'lr‘lg that entered the earth-works in the rear of Fredericksburg still
remains. ey also have comsiderable infantry and some wagons with their
artillery on the heights to the left of Hazel Run. A portion of General Sedg-
wick’s command occupies a ition to the right commanding the enemy. I
should estimate the enemy to be now in gight at least 15,000 stroxg.

T. 8. C. LOWE.

6.15 p. M.
Generals HOORER and SEDGWICK :
The enemy are advancing in large force to attack onr forces on the right of
Fredericksburg.
6.50 p. M.
The enemy are engaged in full force and driving our forces badly.

MayY 4, 1863—7.30 p. M.
The enemy have driven our left with a large force and have possession of the
river opposite Falmouth.
T. 8. C. LOWE.

May 5, 1868—10.45 A. M.
Major-General BUTTERFIELD,
Chief of Staff:

I am unable at this time to see any movements of the enemy except some
wagons moving up and some down the river. The enemy in force appear to hold
all the ground they gained yesterday.

T. 8. C. LOWE.

CaMP NEAR FALMOUTH, VA., May 7, 1868.
Capt. C. B. COMSTOCK,
Chief Engineer, Army of the Potomac:

CaPTAIN: The heavy storm of the 5th and 6th instant caused the loss of the
entire gas from one balloon, partially from the other; also destroyed ten carboys
of acid and four barrels of iron trimmings.

I would therefore respectfully recommend that 100 carboys of acid and twenty
barrels of iron be at once ordered by telegraph.

I remain, very respectfully, gc
T. 8. C. LOWE,
Chief of Aeronautics, Army of the Potomac.

Shortly after sending the above to Captain Comstock I called on
him personally, relative to putting in order several balloons which
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needed repairs, and also to learn what decision had been made rela-
tive to my communication of April 12, 1863. Captain Comstock
informed me that he would select the person to superintend that busi-
ness—(the delicate one of putting balloons in order.) He also
informed me that the terms were indicated in his indorsement on my
communication. I informed him that was not satisfactory, and inas-
much as I had given notice on the 12th of April that I could not
serve on the terms he named, and as the battle was now over, I wished
to be relieved, provided it was a suitable time; to which Captain
Comstock replied that if I was going I could probably be spared bet-
ter then than any other time. I received pay up to April 7 inclusive,
and came to Washington.

On the 8th I received the following dispatch, which is an indication
that General Hooker was not informed of the change that had been
made in the aeronautic department.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
May 8, 1863.

General Hooker sent one of his aides over at 10 a. m. to tell you to have two
balloons up, and to keep them u%all the time. I informed the aide that you had
left the Army of the Potomac. ill you not write Hooker? 3. F. GIBSON

CONCLUSION.

I have endeavored in this report not only to furnish a complete
account of my own operations in connection with the military service,
but to present all the essential facts for the use of the historian of
this war relative to the introduction, use, and results of aeronautic
observations. I feel assured that whatever may be the estimate of
my own services, it will redound to the honor and credit of President
Lincoln and his Administration that they have availed themselves of
every means to crush this rebellion which loyal minds could devise
or loyal men be willing to execute.

The details I have presented all have their significance when taken
in connection with other facts relative to the conduct of the war
known to the military authorities; and I have on this account, as
well as from the entire novelty of the history, not thought it advis-
able to condense or abridge this report to a greater extent.

In conclusion, I would briefly state a few of the most important
matters which deserve consideration.

First. The Government decided to introduce my system of asronaut-
ics into the service—only after satisfactory experiments and practical
tests had proved its importance—and it has been continued in con-
stant use for two years under various generals, which would not have
been the case had not experience demonstrated its utility, and the
truth of all I originally claimed for it.

Second. Without wishing to disparage others, I may safely claim
that my improved balloons and apparatus, including the portable gas
generator (which are entirely my invention), are the only ones which
are found to be adapted to the wants of the army service, and that I
have done more to perfect the system, and to render it efficient and
reliable than all who have been engaged in the art since the experi-
ments of Guy Lussac in 1784.

To gain this knowledge has cost me many years hard labor and
nearly $30,000 in money, and for which the United States Govern-
ment alone is daily reaping the benefits.
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Third. During the whole period of my employment I have devoted
all my mental and physical energies to secure the success of the
enterprise. I have never shrunk from the discharge of my duty,
however hazardous, and holding no commission, I have often been
perplexed and put to inconvenience in doing the business of the
aeronautic department, which properly belonged to a commissioned
officer, but for want of one acquainted with the business was com-
pelled to do # myself. I have also been at all times exposed to the
danger of being treated as a spy had I fallen into the hands of the
enemy.

merth. For the first large balloon and apparatus brought to Wash-
ington and used in the preliminary experiments for the Secretary of
War, and afterward at Falls Church, Fort Corcoran, and other
places, I have never received compensation, nor for my labor and
time, and expense of keeping a party of men employed for making
the aforesaid experiments.

Fifth. It must be evident, without attempt at demonstration, that
80 novel and peculiar an apparatus as a balloon requires the most
careful and trustworthy management and the most skilled and
experienced observers. Having had more practical knowledge and
greater experience in this business than any one else, I respectfully
submit that the compensation I have asked and received has been
small in comparison with the services performed.

Sixth. The plans I have proposed are calculated to be of great value
to the Army, and if proper facilities were afforded most important
results could be obtained. Instead therefore of any curtailment of
the aeronautic department I would most respectfully recommend its
being permanently adopted as an arm of the military service, with
established positions and regulations for those connected with its
management. The persons to be selected for this service should be
those tested in the field, and found to be the most reliable and experi-
enced, who can instruct others when required. For want of proper
facilities and persons capable for the service I have been unable to
propose an extension of the balloon service to all parts of this army.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient

servant
’ T. S. C. LOWE,
Aeronaut.

P. 8.—Since completing this report I have obtained a copy of the
Prince de Joinville’s narrative of the Peninsular Campaign, from
which I extract the following :

Page 47:

The shells from the rifled guns flew in all directions with a len%th of range
which had not before been suspected. The accuracy of their fire forced us to
abandon all the signal posts we had established in the tops of the tallest trees.
The balloon itself, whenever it rose in the air, was saluted with an iron hail of
missiles which were, however, perfectly harmless.

Page 67:

Could the Federals meet, with a powerful concentration of troops. that concen-
tration which the enemy had effected, and to the reality of which the observa-
tions of our aeronauts, as well as the statements of deserters, daily bore witness ?

Page 72:

It had been built by General Sumner, about half-way between Bottom’s Brid,
and the most advanced point of the Federal lines. It saved that day the whole
Federal army from destruction.

NoTE.—I have the best of reasons to believe that Sumner’s Bridge
was completed a day sooner than it otherwise would have been by my
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frequent reports that the enemy were moving to the left. (See my
dispatches to General McClellan of June 29, 1862, and following with
comments. )

Page 75:

Some time had been lost under the impression that the attack on the right bank
might be a feint. An end was soon put to all doubts on the subject bfv the
vehemence of the attack, and by the aeronauts who reported the whole Confeder-
ate army moving to the scene of action. It was then that Sumner received the
order to pass the river with his divisions.

NOTE.—See my dispatches of May 31 and June 1 with comme2ts.

Page 86: .

The presence of Jackson at Hanover Court-House proved that he intended to
attack our communications, and cut them off by seizing the York River Railway.
The maneuver was soon put beyond adoubt. A considerable body of troops were
seen to leave Richmond, move in the direction of Jackson, and execute that
movement to turn us, the danger of which we have already pointed out.

NoTE.—The above information was given in my reports of the 26th
and 27th of June, 1862.

T. 8. C. LOWE.

GENERAL ORDERS, WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 165. Washington, June 5, 1863.

Under the law of 17th July, 1862, and Regulations of the Treasury
Depariment in conformity therewith, the following rules for the ren-
dition of accounts of the Quartermaster’s Department are established,
and all regulations inconsistent therewith are revoked.

1. All officers of the Quartermaster’s Department who receive public
money which they are not authorized to retain as salary, pay, or
emolument, shall render their money accounts monthly, mailing or
forwarding them addressed direct to the Third Auditor of the Treasury,
at Washington, within ten days after the expiration of each successive
month. The accounts and vouchers to be thus rendered are: Forms
Nos. 10 to 22 inclusive, and Nos. 48 to 50, of the Revised Regulations
of the Army. These accounts and vouchers are to be made up in
duplicate; one copy of each to be retained by the officer for his own
protection, the other copy to be forwarded, as above required, direct
to the Third Auditor, and not to the Quartermaster-General.

2. Whenever an officer ceases, from any reason, to be a disbursing
officer, he will immediately render his final accounts, with vouchers,
to the Third Auditor.

3. Monthly reports and property returns will be forwarded not to the
Treasury, but direct to the Quartermaster-General. They will all be
rendered monthly instead of quarterly, and will be mailed or otherwise
form;rded within ten days after the expiration of each successive
month.

The returns o be thus rendered are: Forms Nos. 1 to 9, Nos. 23 to
48, and Nos. 51 to 52, Revised Regulations. The returns, Forms Nos.
23 and 51, should always be made out in triplicate; all the other
papers in duplicate only. One complete set of these returns, with
vouchers, should be retained by the officer for his own protection;
the rest to be sent to the Quartermaster-General.

It will be observed that two copies of the returns, Forms 23 and 51,
will thus be forwarded to' the Quartermaster-General, of which one
only will be accompanied by abstracts and vouchers.





