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large cemetery, where the grapple again failed to hold.
The violence of the descent was fatal to all but Tissandier.
The fate of his unfortunate companions excited general
commiseration.

Among balloon oddities may be mentioned the freak of a
couple, who, in 1865, decided to be married in the clouds,

complete suc-
cess. The French Government placed funds at the dis-
posal of M, Dupny de Lorne, and he made a successful
experiment with a screw propeller in 1872. The car below
contained the screw and eight men to work it.

In 1849, the number of aeronauts was estimated at 471,
49 of these being ladiees.

As may be supposed, ballooning has not been always con-
ducted without criticism, and even satire, 8o late as 1854,

THE BALLOON IN WAR—DEPARTURE OF A BALLOON FROX PARIS DURING THE SIEGE.

¢‘ Cornelius O'Dowd ** wrote as follows in Blackwood’s Muga-
zine: ‘“‘Next to members of the Alpine Club, in the art of
utter uselessness, are the people who go up in balloons, and
who come down to tell us of the temperature of the air-cur-
rents, the movement of the clouds, and the atmospheric
pressure in a region where nobody wants to go, nor has the

and accordingly ascended in a balloon, having found a | slightest interest to hear about.”
clergyman to ‘perform the ceremony in that elevated The practice was also satirized in a work published in
sphere. 1865, entitled
Of course, the ‘ Younger
there have Munchausen.”
been innumer- One of the
able variations best-known of
on the ordin- Poe’s imagina-
ary styles ad- tive stories is
opted for bal- a balloon ro-
looning ; but as mance, and
yet none have will be remem-
succeeded in bered as the
filling the place “ Unparalleled
of the latter. Adventure of
Among these Hans Pfall.”
have been But satiriz-
several at- ing the balloon
tempts on the mania was an
model of the old trick. Even
ship, acoom- a8 early as
panied with 1620, Cyrano
fans, paddles, de Bergerac
and various wrote his
mechanical “VYoyage to
contrivances the Moon,”
for steering, which is sup-
and even for posed to have
propulsion. We been the origin
illustrate Mar- of Swift's
riott'’s aerial “Gullivers
steam carriage, Travels to the
which made a Land of the
trial trip. It Brobding-
was thirty- ians.”
seven feet Very little
long, cigar- improvement
shaped, sur- has been made
rounded by a on the original
light frame- form of the
work of wood balloon. But
and cane, with in place of
wings of white heated air,
cloth and a which is dan-
diminutive gerous, and
steam - engine. hydrogen,
Another was whose prepar-
invented by ation is expen-
Professor Car- sive and diffi-
-denons, of the cult, it has for
Lyceum at many years
Rorigo, Italy, been custom-
but the result ary touse com-
has not been a mon coal-gas,

the mean den-
sity of which is about one-half that of air. This improve-
ment was introduced by Mr. Green. The mneck of the
balloon is left open, beeause, as the pressure of the external
air diminishes, the expansive force of the confined air
becomes greater, and the balloon, if the space were not
provided for expansion, would be torn to pieces. The
machine is also provided with a valve at the top, which
can be opened and shut at pleasure.( This consists of a
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metallic disk, several feet in
diameter, which is pressed
aguinst a wooden hoop by
steel springs, and by means of
a rope attached to its centre,
may be opened, or on being
released, spnngs back to its
place. It is customary to only
partially inflate the balloon,
and thus leave room for ex-
pansion. Sand-bags for ballast
are generally carried for the
purpose of enabling the aero-
nsut to ascend when a locality
to which he is approaching,
seems dangerous.

The poet Sprague, in refer-
ring to the artistic and ocon-
structive efforts of men, in his
poem upon art, does not fefl to
remember, in complimentary
phrase, the intrepid and in-
genious aeronaut. Speaking of
man in this connection, he
offers the following lines, with which we will conclude our
lengthy exposition of the art of ballooning :

* In flelds of air he writes his name,
And treads the chambers of the sky;
He reads the stars and grasps the flame
. That quivers in the realms on high.”

TIGER-UNTING REMINISCENCES,

Or all the sports of the field, there are few which give so
much diversity as tiger-hunting—varied scenery, different
men, freeh shikarees; on foot, in trees, and on elephants ;
no two tigers of the same nature—one a sluggard, one wide-
awake ; one a sneaking beast, one a self-confident gentleman ;
one a coward, one brave, one cunning, one unsophisticated,
one savage, and another tame.

Four of us were out on three elephants in Khandeth,

THE BALLOON IN WAR—FRENCH GUARDS PROTECTING AERONAUTS.

TIBSANDIER'S SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTS IN THE BALLOON.

when the shikarees told us of a tiger on foot some distance
off. After going at full speed for some two miles, we came to
a low, thorny grass jungle. Our shikaree told us to form
line—Auld on the left, Graham in the centre Morris and I
in one howdah on the right.

After drawing about half a mile, a magmﬁcent tigress
jumped up from behind a bush at about eighty yards ahead
of the left wing. She sprang away in her majesty, obliquely
crossing the line to its right. Each howdsh fired; the
tigress was wounded, and pulled up exactly facing the right
wing, at about a hundred yards. She turned to face the foe
with an expression of ferocity never tc be forgotten ; then,
gitting upright, she opened her mouth wide, uttering a
prolonged roar.

““At her mouth,” I whispered to Morris, as I said,
¢¢Fire I”

The brave beast fell over, and died without a convulsion.
One front tooth was broken, but both balls had gone through

the mouth into the neck and
vertebra.

On another occasion, Judge
Glasse joined Graham, Auld, and
me, with three elephants, in a
ravine country. The shikarees
marked down a tiger, and sta-
tioned us—two to beat, while I
was placed ahead of the line. I
soon saw a peacock jump up—a
sure sign of something moving
through the grass. Giving the
signal, the elepbants came on
quickly ; a shot from the judge
told us he was where we wished
him to be.

The tiger was a sneak, stick-
ing to the cover. After a time,
another shot, and then another
interval ; still the line crept on
toward me. At last a volley, and
the beast rolled over in an open

space about thirty yards from me.

While crossing a ravine my
elephant got swamped ; stepping
on to the bank over his head, I
joined the (party, now on foot,
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looking at the bag. It was a smull tiger, but well fed.
As I joined the circle, he began to get up; the judge and
others, unarmed, skedaddled, while I stood still, with my
rifle at his ear.

‘¢ Shall T fire ?” I askednot wishing to injure the judge’s
first tiger-skin.

““Yes !” called Graham ; then they returnca.

Graham, Morris, and I were out one hot day, when we
could scarcely hold our guns in our hands. A tiger, break-
ing from a bush beside us, sprang at full speed into the

.sandy bed' of a water-course. M. and I fired together ; the
tiger rolled over dead as a rabbit, with one ball through the
nape of the neck.

I was out with Graham one day, when we moved a tiger in
a2 jungly, winding ravine. He went on slowly, but was diffi-

MABRIOTT'S AERRIAL STEAM-CARRIAGE

oult to see. He was, however, hit by some snap-shot, and
Graham went ahead to command an open space. Two shots
hurried me on. G. was on a high bank, pointing to a thicket
below him. Advancing with my eyes intent on the grass, ‘
the mahout suddenly stopped, and I was aware of n very
large tiger sitting on his haunches, twenty yards distant,
grinning savagely at me. A. fired at his shoulder, but'
before I could fire again, he was on my elephant’s head,
within a foot of my mahout. All we could do then was to
hold on. Luckily, a stiff thorn-tree was in front of us, and
into this the elephant jammed his unwelcome burden. The
mahout thanked his Prophet for the protection of that tree.

If the elephant had gone down on his knees, he would
have rolled over bodily, under the impetus he put on. The

%iger rolled off dend, one of several instances of wonderful
power exhibited in the lust struggle of life in the feline mee.

James Whitmore, the two Godfreys, anl I, while bear-
hunting en foot in the hills about twelve miles from Poona,
came upon a bullock fresh-killed. We followed a track
through the grass to the hill-top, where a tiger was seen
going fast over the edge of the plateau. Running on, we
saw him sneaking amongst the bushes near the bottom of the
hill ; a shot was fired to determine his movements; on he
went at full speed round the hillside, while we, moving
along the top, kept him well in view till he got into a thick
ravine. As he did not cross this, we climbed down one side,
a snap-shot hit the tiger on the root of the tail ; he then
disappeared, but, after a long search, the shikaree Bapper
whispered, “ He is here !” pointing to a thicket, close to us.
We all looked, but could not distinguish anything, so we put
a gun in Bappor's.hnnds, standing on cach side to stop the

“AVITOR."

expected charge ; on being wounded, he went out on the
other side, and on reaching the edge of the ravine, he was
favored with a volley, and rolled over. At that moment a
carriage with four gentlemen in it was paseing along the
road ; they were told what was going on, so they got out
and came up the hill to be in at the death. We let them
come on within a reasonable distance, and then called -

* Look out ; he is not dead yet 1"

The retreat was amusing to us ; but the tiger could do no
more. I belicve fhe travelers fraternized with us over our
well-earned beer.

Ir o man has a right to be prond of anything, it is a
good action done as it ought to be done, withont any, cold

| snggestions of interest lurking at the bottom,of it.





