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It is a good day’s journey to go over
to Barley Flats. This north fork fur-
nishes fine fishing, as it abounds in
mountain trout. A half mile east of
the observatory stands Echo Rock,
and from this point can be obtained
one of the grandest views the world
affords. Stretching away easterly for
eighty miles lies a vast sea of moun-
tains, distinet in their outlines, and
covered generally with vast primeval
forests that have yet to hear the echo
of the woodman’s ax. The first promi-
nent peak to attract your attention is
Mt. San Antonio, or “Old Baldy,”
10,000 feet high, and then comes the
Cucamonga Peaks, of nearly equal al-
titude, while in the distance lies San
Bernardino—the base line peak—* Old
Grayback,” 12,000 feet high, and Mt.
San Jacinto, of a height somewhat less.
These last two stand on opposite sides
of San (Gorgonio Pass like grim, hoary
sentinels at the gateway into the para-
dise of the coast. But these great
peaks are so distant that Mt. Wilson
loses nothing of its height by compari-
son with them. Now we return to the
contemplation of what the south and
southwest can reveal—the scenes last
and brightest of all in the round of the
horizon. At our feet lies Pasadena,
already passed in review. Beyond its
confines the eve falls upon the great
Raymond Hotel, where hundreds of
tourists find one of the best of winter
homes, and to whose hospitable halls
many of them return year after year,
so potent are its attractions. South
Pasadena and Alhambra lie just be-
yond; Duarte, Glendora and Whittier
can be seen; while Azusa, Covina, and,
last and most ambitious in her out-
reach for distinction, the city of Ra-
mona, are all within the scope of vis-
ion.  Other young towns might be
named, but Los Angeles, the queen of
them all, appears in the southwest,
while the seaside resorts are discerni-
ble beyond.

What is this glory of celestial blue
that lies gleaming on the horizon ?
The ocean on which Balboa first looked
from the Isthmian mountains, and
which Magellan first traversed 370

years ago—it is the Pacific that rolls
before us, and only about thirty miles
distant on a straight line. Out in the
blue deep, some twenty-six miles, can
be seen the island of Santa Catalina.
Its general appearance, as outlined
against the sky, is that of a continu-
ous low mountain, with a depression
near the center, which almost severs it
in twain. But, under atmospheric
conditions favorable to mirage, it will
assume many grotesque forms. I have
geen the eastern end, which is really a
gradual slope, apparentlv rise in the
air like a perpendicular cliff 1000 feet
high, and at times even to overhang
the gea. Occasionally a portion of the
ridge will assume the shape of a high
table of land, upon which appear forms
resembling castles and towns, with
pillared colonnades, or rows of im-
mense columns standing roofless, re-
minding one of pictures of the ruined
temples of old, or of the unearthed re-
mains of Pompeian splendor. San
Clémente is another island made in-
teresting by the archaeological treas-
ures found there. Farther north lies
the island of Santa Barbara, opposite
the city of the same name. The surf
on some portions of the shore-line is
plainly visible when the light is favor-
able, as also the shipping, sometimes
as far as the harbor of Avalon, in Cat-
alina. Let us round out our day of
high enjoyment by watching a sunset
on the Pacific. Word-painting of the
scene is all too weak—Ilet imagination
wrestle with it alone. Now the land-
scape darkens and the shadow creeps
ever higher up the mountain side,
while below, from the cities of Los An-
geles and Pasadena, the electric lights
flash out until at last, down in the
broad valley, there seems a constella-
tion that endeavors to outrival that in
the heavens above.

Again, we wake from a most refresh-
ing sleep to witness a sunrise from the
summit. We stand on what seems a
celestial vantage ground; but how
changed the gcene from yesterday! A
snow-white sea of fog covers the broad
valley, leaving only a few hilltops; like
islands, above the gentlyoshifting-un-
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dulations—while above, the sun pours
his full radiance on the wonderful
Sfleeciness of its dazzling surface. Im-
agine the effect—it cannot be told.
When the eyes become weary from its
contemplation, let us rest them by ex-
amining the ground about our feet. Its
most striking characteristic is a re-
markable unevenness. There is no
level plateau up here, and scarcely a
spot can be found large enough to
spread a blanket without finding too
much slope to allow one to rest com-
fortably upon it. Still it is not desert-
like, for everywhere there is vegetation,
varying from the lowly flower to the
lofty forest tree. But the fog is scat-
tering, and we can see its remnants
floating as bright clouds far below.
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entirely accessible. Nor will it be a
favorite resort in summer only. When
the eastern tourist becomes tired of our
midwinter surroundings of dark-green
orange groves, spangled o’er with gold-
en globes—when he wearies of the
springtime verdure of barley fields and
alfalfa plot, he can, in two hours’ time,
betake himself to the cold region he
longs for—he can find a mantle of
snow covering the rocks of some of the
remoter slopes, and gathering heavy
on the cedar branches in some dark
ravine, and enjoy snowballs, and, per-
haps, a toboggan slide, or skim on the
flying skates over the frozen surface of
the artificial basin already planned for
the delight of such as he. There is
room for hotel and summer cottage;
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The beauty and grandeur of the scene
are enhanced by the revelations of our
second day on the summit, and one
feels the inspiration that naturally pos-
sesges those who find themselves ele-
vated above all their near surround-
ings.

To visit the Pacific Coast and fail to
ascend Mt. Wilson will, in the future,
seen1 as absurd as to go to Egypt and
not look at the pyramids, or journey
to Rome and neglect to examine the
Coliseum or view the Vatican and St.
Peter’s. Mt. Wilson is destined to be-
come the Mecca of tourists in Southern
California; it will be sought for sum-
mer residence by many who prefer the
highland air to that of the sea shore,
ag soon as the railway shall make it
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there will soon be extra buildings for
scientific purposes, with numerous other
attractions. And when one wearies of
the wind and cold of the summit, he
has but to step on the car and glide
down to sup and sleep among the
roses and orange groves of Pasadena.
The Mt. Wilson road possesses ad-
vantages that others do not. Most of
the mountain railroads already built
are in latitudes that render them un-
available except in the summer. That
on Mt. Washington has a “season”
averaging less than three months,
while the road up Mt. Wilson will be
serviceable the entire year. The local
population around Mt. Washington is
small, so that most of its patronage
must come from distant cities, while
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within one hundred miles of Mt. Wil-
son live almost half as many people
as appear in the census of the whole
State of New Hampshire. The Mt.
Washington road needs endless repair-
ing on account of the extensive use of
timber supports in its construction,
while on the California road nearly
the entire structure will rest on a foun-
dation of solid rock. More people al-
ready visit Mt. Wilson annually, with
only foot and saddle for conveyance,
than are accustomed to ascend Mt.
Washington, although a good carriage
road exists to above the timber-line.
Owing to our southerly position Mt.
Wilson is clothed with forests to the
summit, while for quite a distance be-
low the crest of Mt. Washington bare
and barren rocks alone greet the eye.
During the brief summer season fre-
quent clouds and rains often disrap-
point the tourist in the outlook he de-
sires, while on Mt. Wilron, taking the
whole year, rainy season included,
probably not more than one day in fif-
teen would prevent “full, unclouded
vision.”

The nearness of the ocean, with its
attractive beaches and hotels, gives
an advantage to Mt. Wilson, with
which the inland situation of Mt.
Washington cannot successfully com-
pare; while the great observatory will
add a unique attraction to persons of
scientific tastes who wish to take their
vacations on this coast.

A comparison of the real usefulness
of the roads already built with the
proposed one is fraught with interest.
It can readily be seen that the eusier
the grade on a mountain road, the
more it can do in the way of transport-
ing supplies of all kinds, especially of
building materials. The railway on
Mt. Washington has to overcome an
altitude of about 3,700 feet in three
and a half miles—average grade, one
foot in about five. That on Mt. Rigi
reaches an elevation of 4,368 feet
above its starting point in five and one-
fourth miles of track, being a grade of

about one foot inseven. On Mt. Pilatus
an altitude of 5,344 feet is reached with
somewhat lessthan three miles of track,
necessitating the almost unparalleled
steepness of grade of one foot in a lit-
tlelessthan twoand a half. Theroad up
Mt.Wilson will “take it leisurely,”’using
over twelve miles of track in making
the vertical ascent of about 4,700 feet,
rendering thisrailway capable of doing
a fair transportation business in all
lines necessary, the grade averaging
only one foot in over fourteen. Hence,
a higher speed can be maintained with
an equal amount of motive power.
The accompanying diagram will show
the relative gradient lines of these four
mountain railroads.

It is interesting to know that each
and every one of the roads has yielded
a large per cent on its cost, in short,
has been a paying investment. It is
believed that Mt. Wilson will pay bet-
ter than any of the roads mentioned,
besides exerting a far-reaching influ-
ence on the immigration to Southern
California, and on the character of that
immigration. We are told that fares
will be lower on the Mt. Wilson road
than on the others, on account of its
greater patronage in the fourfold length
of season. The motive power used will
probably be electricity, since engines
of less weight in proportion to their
tractive force can be employed. The
road is to be built and equipped in the
most substantial manner,and furnished
with every known appliance for safety
and comfort. And when citizens of
Lower California conclude to make
summer homes among the whole-
some pines of the upper heights, they
can be carried to and fro on commu-
tation tickets as readily as between
Pasadena and Los Angeles; while the
longer time it requires will be more
than made good by the cnjoyable na-
ture of the trip. The rate of speed,
though not expected to equal that on
ordinary railways, can easily be made
to double or triple that of the steeper
mountain roads.






